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Left: author Karen Schutte, below: photo of 
Shutte’s grandparents, the inspiration for her book, 
The Ticket. 

Writing her historical novel The Ticket was an unintended 
journey for author Karen Schutte who initially wanted to 
write down her family’s saga for her grandchildren.

“I did not want the stories to die,” Schutte said, 
explaining that true tales make up the skeleton of the 
novel.

The oldest of four daughters, 
Schutte was born on the farm 
homesteaded by her grandparents 
in the Big Horn Basin. She grew up 
listening to their tales of how her 
great grandparents, Karl and Katja 
Kessel, left everything they knew 
behind to settle in rural Wyoming 
around the turn-of-the-century.

If her great grandfather Karl 
stayed in Germany, he was destined 
to a life of servitude as a second 
born son of a farmer because he 
could never inherit the family 
farm, Schutte said. “Karl was a 
very ambitious man and wanted 
something else.”

Karl seized the opportunity when he received as a 
gift another man’s ticket to travel to America on the 
KronPrinz Wilhelm. He left his wife Katja and their 
small sons behind, promising to bring them over 
within a year.

Schutte speaks of her great grandmother Katja with 
admiration. Speaking little English, she traveled with 
small children in tow through Germany, over the 
ocean and through the United States by train. 

From a cultured area, that even had opera, in 
Germany,  Katja  was shocked by the desolate 
landscape when she got off the train in Lovell, 
Schutte said.

“They raised eight children and scratched their way 
from nothing, just the two trunks they brought with 
them. Their life was very hard.”

Schutte says she just wanted to tell her family’s 
stories and, though a voracious reader, did not intend 
to become a writer. She was an interior designer for 
25 years

“I am able to visualize my characters, become the 
characters and am  

able to describe what is happening to the characters,” 
Schutte said. “I love history so my research is detailed. 
I weave it into the story so it becomes part of what is 
happening.”

The author used her mother who is now 90-years-old as 
a resource to collaborate the tales and took a 
trip to Germany to meet her cousins for the 
first time.

Overall, Schutte says she considers her 
unintended journey as an author a gift. 

While she had to have this first book 
self-published, Schutte now has several 
publishers willing to bid on her second 
book, Seed of the Volga. The book is about 
her grandmother who left the area around 
Volga to settle near Lovell.


